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instruct them and their children. The chief of the
young men, accompanied by a portion of his com-
rades, also gave the chapel a similar present some
time afterward, with the same compliment,— with-
out my having in any way urged them to that good
action, and without my saying anything to them
that might give them the slightest idea of present-
ing anything to the chapel.

The son-in-law of the chief of the Kaskaskia—
who is now as zealous for the conversion of the
Ilinois as he was formerly opposed to it, and who
renders good service to the missions —told me that,
while speaking in the family of the ceremonies of
our churches, and of the offerings made to God of
tapers, blessed bread, etc., his mother-in-law said to
him: “ Why does not our father who instructs us in
the faith tell us that it would be agreeable to God if
we gave some offering to the chapel? Have we
sense, and do we know what we should do? We will
gladly imitate the christians who give what is neces-
sary to light the altar, and for making the bread
that is blessed; and next summer we shall give
some of our harvest to the great Manitoua assouv’'—
that is to say, ‘‘ the great spirit, or genie.”” So
great are the inconstancy and levity of the savages
that we cannot yet rely upon the first steps that they
take; but, judging from the assiduity that they con-
tinue to display, there is reason to hope that, while
acting as sincerely as they do, God will not allow
the enemies of their conversion and of the mission
to ruin these good beginnings, which are preparing
them to embrace our Holy religion. Pray to God,
my Reverend Father, to preserve the neophyte
chief, his wife, his family, and his son-in-law in



